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National Organization of Minority Architecture Students (NOMAS)

Symposium 2015 — Student Competition
Atthe Univ'ersrty' of Illinois at Urbana-Champaig'n

History
On February 14, 1969, a group of black students submitted a list of demands to University of Illinois
Chancellor Jack Peltason calling for the end of institutional racism. One of the demands called for the
immediate establishment of a black cultural center large enough to serve the needs of black students and
the community. On February 18, 1969 the UC Senate Council recommended that a temporary center be
established and placed under the supervision of Clarence Shelley, the Director of the Special Education
Opportunities Program. Shortly thereafter a faculty student commission was established consisting of
three units, academic. cultural and community. In the Fall of 1969 the Afro-American Cultural Program
opened its doors.

From the outset, the Program was conceived to be grass roots oriented with community input and
outreach. The program had two major goals: to encourage within Black students of the university a sense
of pride and dignity based on their cultural heritage and to create a safe place for students to develop
themselves individually and collectively; secondly, to create within the university a place where the
campus could learn about the contributions of Black citizens to the campus and larger national culture.
This same two-fold mission is relevant today and continues to drive our work on behalf of students.

In 1969 the Afro-American Cultural Program was created with the two-fold purpose of assisting the
university in providing a safe and welcoming environment for African American students and a resource
to the campus at—large regarding African American contributions and issues.

The focus of the Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center (BNAACC) is to:
-Help the campus create a culturally respectful campus environment.
-Provide leadership and professional opportunities for students.
-Promote African American culture through the performing arts.

Now a full-fledged cultural center, the Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center remains a vital
part of the institution and serves as a resource not only for students of African descent. but all Illinois
students.

Currently the Bruce D. Nesbitt African American Cultural Center is in a temporary location on 51 E.
Gregory Dr. Champaign, IL 61820. The old facility on 708 S Mathews Urbana, IL 61801 is proposed to
be demolished and replaced with a new facility. Members of BNACC are looking for student ideas of
what this new facility will look like.

Competition Brief
The Bruce Nesbitt African American Cultural Center is in the process of gaining a new facility to house
their programs offered to the campus in a central location. This competition is an opportunity to provide



design proposals of what that facility will look like. These designs will enhance the campus
programmatically and aesthetically. Create a proposed design for a new BNAACC center located on 708
South Mathews avenue Urbana, Illinois. Using the square footage available on the site (12,000 SQ. FT.),
the program within the building will be decided by each team according to the needs and desires of the
center and based on the programs offered currently.

Design Content Description
- Implement a design proposal for a new Bruce D Nesbitt African American Cultural Center (BNAACC)
' SITE: Previous BNAACC Location on Nevada:

708 South Mathews Avenue~
Urbana, IL 61801

-12,000 SQ. FT. Limit
- REQUIRED PROGRAMS

ADA Accessibility
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF MURAL INSIDE HOUSE

- SUGGESTED PROGRAMS
Performance Space
WBML Radio Station
Study Rooms
Computer Lab
Seminar Rooms
Office Spaces

(Please refer to the BNAACC website: go.il|inois.edulBNAACC for more information about the
Center)

Participation Requirements
o Any student (Undergraduate/ Graduate) enrolled at a University may participate
o REQUIRED to attend the NOMAS SYMPOSIUM SEPTEMBER 18, 2015

° REQUIRED DRAWINGS
Floor Plan(s)

(1) Interior Rendering (mural included)
(1) Exterior Rendering
Additional drawings and physical models are OPTIONAL and are not limited
Hand drawings are allowed

All drawings must fit on (1) 36x36 panel

Team Regulations
'1 — 3 PEOPLE MAX PER GROUP
oPARTICIPATlON FEE: $15

* Fee will be used for final printing cost

Schedule
- REGISTRATION: OPENS SEPTEMBER 19,2015

**__QR6_~SIe'r Online
' GROUP SELECTION & DEPOSIT DUES JANUARY 1, 2016
- SUBMISSION DUE: JANUARY 31, 2016

 



Bruce
D.

Nesbi
tt

Africa
n

Americ
an

Cultur
al

Cente
r

This
desi

gn
propo

sal
for

the
BNAACC

intend
s

for
the

build
ing

to
be

used
in

aw
ide

varie
ty

of
ways

and
brin

g
a

part
ofAfric

a
to

the
Univer

sity
of

Illinois
campus.W

hen
enterin

g
the

buildi
ng,

one
is

welcome
d

with
on

open
atrium

featur
ing

a
main

staircase.Af
rican

skylig
ht.

and
the

mura
l

that
was

located
in

the
previo

us
building.T

his
atrium

serves
as

the
main

circulatio
n

space
for

the
build

ing
and

connects
the

fou
r

separat
e

spaces
:

office
s.

events.
studies

.
and

the
arts.Th

e
west

porti
on

of
the

first
floor

serves
as

a
multi~function

al
event

space
Intende

d
to

hold
banque

ts.
conference

s.
concerts.

and
lectures

.
include

d
in

the
space

is
a

full
y

functiona
l

kitchen
and

storage
space

fo
r

event
setup.T

he
offices

occup
y

the
east

section
of

the
first

floor
and

include
3

individu
al

office
s

fo
r

the
directo

r
and

two
assistant

s
and

a
common

spac
e

for
office

equipm
ent

such
as

cop
y

machines
.

On
the

west
side

of
the

second
floor

is
the

studen
t

common
spac

e
which

shares
spac

e
with

the
libra

ry
an

includ
es

3
priva

te
rooms

fo
r

student
s

to
use

for
group

stud
y

or
meetings.

The
east

portio
n

of
the

second
floo

r
featur

es
the

arts
with

a
galle

ry
display

ing
painting

s.
sculptur

es.
and

othe
r

works
and

the
building

's
radio

broadcas
t

room.

Site
Plan

sob
Inr-

I'-V‘
25'

mo

Floo
r

Plan
Ke

y

[
3

Flexible
Event

Spac
e

(see
diagram

)

[
2

Kitchen

I
Event

Storag
e

Room

[2.
Lob

by
Auium

fl
Women

's
Restroo

m

[
E

Recep
tion

Des
k

[
3

OMC
e

Comm
on

Spa
ce

E
Assistant‘s

Olfice

lE [:
2

]
Director‘

s
Olfice

[E
1

Studen
t

Collaboratio
n

Room

Assistan
t“:

Offic
e

H
Student

common
Spa

ce
and

Ubra
ry

E
Mechan

ical
Room

with
RoofAcc

ess

|6
i

Radio
Broadcast

Room

a
BNAACC

Gallery
fl

Elevat
or

E
Fire

Sta
ir
l

a
Fire

Snir
2

 

 
l5?

COO CO 000
 Ba

n
uet

Con
fi

urauon
S<h

HI"
I

DHV
'

Danc
e

Con
fl

uratio
n

Salazllli"-
I'-l7’

   

Conce
rt

Configu
ration

 $0111
1“

 

583933 533833 I'-0
“

 

 

  
Firs

t
Floo

r
Pla

n
sat.

:ur
-

r.
or

Seco
nd

Flo
or

Pla
n

Sal:
:I

II"
F

I'-
0"

(D
ID‘

 
 

20
' E 20
‘

 

 
JV

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

it"
"

 
 

Sectio
n

A-A
hi.

.IN
“

-
I'

-

0'
IO‘

20'
20'

50-
Section

B-B
sni-

w-
-l

'.

r

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 
 

 

||
l
I
ll
ll "ll

ll
ill‘Il

    

...L¢‘£JL.__
A

.nb
.L‘-

 

In"II

In“.
“NH

 

Wes
t

Elevati
on

m
mi.

vr
-
i

.a
,9-

”
Sout

h
Elevati

on
m

20
10

so
—

%
Sal-1H"

-
r

.o'

\.\i.
\‘\\\\\

\
\

\
\

Bringin
g

Africa
to

Champaign-U
rbana

'u\

Focus
ing

on
the

atrium
,

the
desig

n
pul

ls
from

different
parts

ofAfrica
to

come
togeth

er
at

the
BNAACC.The

floor
is

decorate
d

in
Africa

n
patterns

while
the

ceilin
g

features
thatchin

g,
a

popul
ar

type
of

construction
through

out
the

continent.T
he

gran
d

staircase
wil

l
be

decorated
with

different
pattern

ed
shields

from
different

region
s

to
represen

t
the

larg
e

numbe
r

of
peop

le
in

Africa.Th
e

skylig
ht

in
the

center
of

the
atrium

not
onl

y
lets

in
ligh

t.
but

will
also

projec
t

the
continent

on
the

north
wall

which
will

alig
n

with
the

mural
from

the
previo

us
buildin

g
twice

durin
g

the
year.

 
Exteri

or
Han

d
Renderi

ng
Interi

or
Han

d
Renderi

ng

 



BRUC AFWC CULT TRUE
TO

THE
ORIGINA

L
MISSIO

N
The

mission
ol

Bruce
0‘

Nesblt
t

African
American

Cultura
l

Cente
r

ts
to

provid
e

a
network

of
prwtzms

and
suppor

t
seMces

p'omoti
ng

the
indeu

al.
soca

l.
cultur

al
and

academ
ic

val-be
ing

o
ilino

's‘
Africa

n
American

students
This

architec
t

.nal
des'g

n
concep

t
holistic

ally
promote

s
the

Africa
n

American
studen

t
commun

ity
throug

h
space

and
aesthetic

.
The

cente
r

is
design

ed
to

be
both

a
Mm

base
and

a
smile

in
its

relations
-tip

to
the

campus
and

beyon
d.

Icon'c
in

its
simplici

ty.
the

center
Ml

becomea
symb

ol
on

campus
‘0'

Cultura
l

progress
.

E
D.NESB|T

T
AN

AMEMCAN
URAL

CENTER

OUTWARDLY FOCUSE
D

DESIGN
The

primary
desig

n
locus

ol
the

center
is

to
open

Itseil
'

to
the

surround
ing

campus
This

is
architectm

aiy
achieved

throug
h

an
open-p

lan
grou

nd
leve

l
enclosed

by
slidin

g
glas

s
panel

s.
The

firs
t

levers
mult'ptxp

ose
even!

space
orients

Itself
to

as
tage

alon
g

the
north

wall,
in

the
same

way,
whe

n
the

pane
ls

are
open.

Nevada
Stree

t
orients

itse
it

to
the

build
ing

as

the
groun

d
leve

l
become

s
the

stage
,

Thi
s

operabi
iity

serves
campus

wide
events

such
as

the
aonua

l
Taste

of
Nevada

block
part

y
Private

function
s

0‘
the

center
are

housed
In

the

second
leve

l,
aw

ood-dad
mass

that
seemin

gly
floats

above
the

transparen
t

first
leve

l

 
EFFICIENT MULTIPURPO

SE
SPACE

The
center

is
design

ed
to

house
a

varie
ty

0'
events

at
a

wide
range

of
scales

,
The

three
primary

gatheri
ng

spaces
consis

t
ol

the
main

event
space

.
the

commun
ity

loung
e,

and
the

semina
r

/co
nlerence

room.
These

three
spaces

accommodat
e

events
sma

l
and

large
,

lotma
l

and
informa

l
Support

ing
these

spaces
are

the
stage

,
backsta

ge.
kitche

n,
bathroom

s.
elevat

or
and

seMce
spaces

Additiona
l

semcs
are

provided
to

students
in

the
stud

y/
compu

ter
lab

and
the

design
ated

record
ing

studio
for

the
WBML

radi
o

statlot
‘

An
offic

e
is

also
provid

ed
for

the
directo

r
of

the
program

ET'’1 'l

i.) It U Ll

KEV: IMaIn
lnttanre

2
Event

Spac
e

3
Stag

e
Q

flacksta
ge

5
Kitchen/Servic

e
6

Men's
Toilet

7
Women'

s
Toilet

I
Mechanica

l
9

Elevato
r

IO
Mura

l

TU
Cl :1

.J

1

“Comm
unity

Loun
ge

12
WBM

L
Radi

o
Stud

io

13
Semin

ar
(Conferen

ce

14
Directo

r’s
Offic

e

15
Stu

dy
/

Comp
uter

Lab

16
Men

's
loilc

l

17
Women

's
Toile

t

‘ll
Mechan

ical

19
i'lrrvat

or

20
Ope

n
To

Belo
w

  
First

Floor
-

4,40
0

sq
ft

 

5
IO

20

 
Second

Floor
-

4100
sq

it

 

(D
O

10
20



153M
-

quoN
fiunoo‘l

Juaaluouoxv
papoldxa

OZ

-

,v

-

v
uouaas

Isa;
fiuuom

      



 

[Bruce Nesbitt African American Cultural Center

Allu‘ung to Alrtun Amman"; lung htstory ol dts
lemon. the butltdng [arms dtstorted angle [mm the @fl
ungmtl hutldmg 1h“ |\ .lm .tppltcd tn the bum: um: -
In both dtllcrenl dtrntmn and height 1hr gnhlc rtml
preserves th: uheme ul’lh: surmundmg netghhar
hood and us ungtml [arm Constdenng timers: sd’t‘uul
culturr and dynumc Affltin Amen’un cultural bath
groun-L the hmldmg uultzcs dtllcrcnl type; ul mdlcn
:13, such as curtun will. concrete. and wooden rum-er
Cnnxtdcnng “Mung populalmn. new RNA “1": we]
coming spues face townrd the main quad By plactng
the plla'y on the southern WCSI side of the butldtng,
the butl'dtng' synthmzcs mmm'um spac: occuputcy

 

@
“mun-m... m... ..

 

 

 

   



)saM
-

quuN
Eunoo1

Dmawouoxv
papoldxg

Ol

-

y
unuaas

‘.V
1523

fiuuoo1

      

.A_
_

7—

~

——-3

V



“W

I GILL“! 9. film ROOM
2 AW“ mama"?!LAI
3 LOIIV ll Emma-con
I VEST-UL! ILIADQOSTATKW
SWOMENS ROOM ‘1 Mllmt noon
t MENS mu ‘4. HEM mom
7 51m mom
| comma ROOM lb. SYA“ WE

 

 
 

BASEMENT
 

Jlllllll‘l
Illlllll

WL'\| Illtallfi‘c' V 'L‘ s“ I‘ll-\A’HUN 



 

Bruce Nesbitt African Amen‘can
Cultural Center Proposal

Team 7

  the BNAALC is a place of cultural heritage that fuses traditional details with a
modern approach, The exterior of the building is clad in brick to remain harmonious
with its surroundings: however, a curtain wall enhances part of the upper level
facade, Upon entering from Mathews Ave., visitors can instantly get a view of the
original BNAACC mural as it creates a backdrop for the reception. A kitchen and
conference room on the first floor are spacious enough for Food for the Soul events,
and a room is dedicated to the WBML station as well. A central lounge, computer

r 7 lab, and reading nooks allow for study space throughout the building, while admin—
istrative offices are on the quiet second floor. Designed with BNAACC programs in

mind, our proposal creates a beautiful building that celebrates
the African American culture.
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Bruce D. Nesbi’r’r African American Cultural Centre (BNAACC)
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Bruce D Neso-tt Afncon Amencon Cultural Centre (ENAACC) has been working to promote Atn‘con - American
me Mough Its mom Over the course ot 45 years. the buldtng on 708 South Mathews avenue hos
see_n countless graduate: served and secured itselt tn‘ the memones of theme The cch‘wtt'es ot the Instttute grew with
trne (no the dd age 90! certon tols on the bufldtng' and as such, the tequiement ot a new building was
endis'hed.
the as a mum of so many graduates should not be toton etosed at the some time the need for the
ever among demand can not be dented'v How can such duoity be addressed?
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